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Aims

• meet other parents/carers with bilingual children

• find out about Hampshire EMTAS

• talk about our home language(s)

• find out how you can help your child with their learning

• ask questions 



Google Lens



Introductions 

Bonjour!



What is Hampshire EMTAS?

We work with schools to help 
children from minority ethnic and 
Traveller backgrounds, including 
those learning English as an 
additional language (EAL)

Our team consists of  

- Specialist Teacher Advisors

- Bilingual Assistants

- Traveller Support Workers 

Plus 

- Resources centre

- Website & Moodle

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/emtas


Bringing up my child in more 

than 1 language

• Research says children 
learn English more easily 
when they have secure 
skills in their first language

• Bilingualism raises a 
child’s self-esteem and 
helps make them feel 
good about themselves

• So how can we help our 
children maintain their 
language(s)?



Some ideas

• Talk to your child in your language, even 
when they respond in English

• Sing nursery rhymes and songs

• Share books and stories

• Watch/listen to age-appropriate media

• Be proud to speak to your child in your 
language in public

• Take your child to community gatherings 
where they will hear people using your 
language and where they can develop their 
knowledge and understanding of their 
culture

• Try to respond positively when your child 
makes mistakes 

• Encourage your child to use their language 
as a tool for learning



Supporting your child’s 

learning at home

• Talk about what your child is 
learning

• Find out what topics are going to be 
covered in the next week/half term

• Research these topics together

• Translate important vocabulary

• Talk about pictures in reading books

• Learn high frequency words 
together. Translate the words 

• Read your child a story of their 
choice to develop vocabulary in your 
language  



Do not worry if

• Your child mixes your 

language with English

• Your child responds in 

English

• Your child in silent at 

school for a while



Other ways to support your 

child’s learning

• Attend school meetings to 
keep up to date with your 
child’s progress 

• Ask for help if unsure. Try a 
translation app eg SayHi 
Translate, Google Translate, 
Google Lens or Microsoft 
Translator 

• Ask the school to write the 
information down

• Make sure your child attends 
school regularly



More IT tools to support your 

knowledge of the curriculum

• YouTube – see BBC Teach and insert subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqYvDh2qEOU


More IT tools to support your 

knowledge of the curriculum

Some webpages 

can be translated 

and/or read aloud 

using Immersive 

Reader

See BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-castles-and-knights-the-features-of-a-castle/z7c3sk7


Translation tools to 

access texts

Google Lens



And finally ...



https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/emtas
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