
Phonics Glossary 
 
CEW Common Exception Words 

Phonemes Smallest unit of sound in a word 

Segment To break a word down into units of sound. We do this using our 
phoneme fingers to count the sounds. 

Blend Combining phonemes to make a word 

Digraph 2 letters representing one sound i.e. ‘th’ in bath 

Trigraph 3 letters representing one sound i.e. ‘ear’ in dear 

Split-Vowel Contains two letters (a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e and u-e) but they are ‘split’ 
between a consonant i.e.  home 

Cluster Words with 2 or 3 consonants i.e. ‘skip’ scrap’ 

Fluency To read with speed, accuracy, and using expression 

Expression Ability to change your voice to show feeling when reading.  

Comprehension Demonstrating understanding of word meanings, plot and 
character behaviour. 


