
Mathematical Language and Definitions 

 

Written method calculation 

 

Ordinal                     A number that shows place or position in a series  

 

Place Value             Is the value of a digit depending on its place in a number e.g. hundreds, tens, units. 

 

Multiple                   A number that is added to itself a number of times.     

                                    E.g. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4= 16      4 * 4 = 16 

Prime number          A number that can only be divided evenly by itself and one.    1, 5, 7, 11, 13 

 

Array                          A set of objects arranged in order, often in rows and columns. 

 

Inverse                         Opposite in effect. The reverse of.   The inverse of adding 9 is subtracting 9. 

                                      The inverse of multiplying by 5 is dividing by 5. 

 

Capacity                   The amount a container can hold. 

 

Mass                       A measure of how much matter is in an object. 

                                Mass is commonly measured by how much something weighs. But weight can change                                                           

depending on where you are (such as on the moon) while the mass stays the same. 

 

3D shapes 

A vertex (vertices) is a corner. An edge joins one vertex with another.  

A face is a flat surface.  

 

Rotational symmetry  

The shape/image can be rotated and it still looks the same.                This shape can be rotated 3 times. 

25 + 16 = 

5 + 6 = 

20 + 10 = 


